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Giorgio Agamben defines an apparatus as “all that has in some way the capacity to 
capture, orient, determine, intercept, model, control or secure the gestures, behaviors, 
opinions or discourses of living beings.” This paper looks at political space through the lens 
of the apparatus in order to redefine the way we conceive of individual-collective 
interfaces in urban environments. With increased deterritorialization, political space 
cannot be tied uniquely to traditional representative spaces. As Doreen Massey suggests, 
the political emerges at various times and in various places from a negotiation between 
humans and non-humans that share a common territory. However, this paper recognizes 
that, in parallel to alternative modes of organization, actions and tactics, cities slowly 
continue to build their networks of interfaces, which can be interpreted as a centripetal 
tendency towards the civic in opposition to centrifugal dispersion.  

 



The paper reports on the initial stages of a research by design project that looks at 
Montréal, Canada, over the last 25 years. During those years, the development of the 
city’s physical public realm was paralleled by a reorganization of its administrative 
structure and a public commission on corruption and collusion in public projects. In a 
context of increased wariness toward the political realm, the research looks at the 
apparatuses designed to organize public life at various scales including municipal offices, 
police stations, municipal courts, libraries, recycling centers, transport equipment and 
urban artefacts. These apparatuses are understood as potentially charged sites of 
intervention that reflect directly on the organization of the city and the status of 
individuals. Following fieldwork observation and recording, cataloguing and component 
analysis, the project reassembles the apparatuses into new narratives for the city. This 
underlines the significance of investigation as critical spatial practice and reasserts that 
the political realm of the city must derive, in part, from the continued and necessary 
reframing of individual-collective interfaces.  
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